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ADVOCACY SYNOPSIS
Economic Development Australia ( EDA)  is the national peak body for economic
development professionals. With over 1200 members, EDA builds capacity, promotes
excellence and provides leadership on issues that matter to our members. 

the tools required by members to
support local economic development
planning and delivery.
a broader policy agenda that can
elevate and enhance the economic
development sector and “supercharge”
economic growth.

In 2020, the EDA Board consulted closely
with its national membership regarding the
impacts of the Bushfire and COVID-19 on
their work.  On behalf of the membership,
the EDA Board has resolved to advocate for:

As part of this process, EDA conducted a
national survey and engaged Deloitte
Access Economics to facilitate a national
advocacy roundtable of EDA members. The
workshop identified 4 key priority areas. 

The EDA Board subsequently endorsed a
position paper which sets out the actions
and rationale relating to these
recommendations in detail.  

BACKGROUND



Key Actions

 1. Connect and collaborate with other advocacy
stakeholders to:

      Identify impacts 
      Source data 
      Clarify policy gaps 

 2. Deliver a “National Digital Divide” Workshop.

 3. Develop and deliver cyber security and digital
economy professional development resources
for economic development professionals.

Investigate the feasibility of developing an
economic development data ecosystem. 
Investigate the feasibility of EDA-brokered
collective data access.
Promote the use of EDA’s Economic
Development Evaluation and Measurement
Toolkit. 
Continue to develop and deliver capacity
building initiatives such as accredited training,
webinars, journal articles, relevant third-party
content. 

1.

2.

3.

4.
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EDA to investigate and advocate
opportunities for improved digital
connectivity in areas of need. 

RECOMMENDATION 1 :
EDA to advance accessibility of
relevant data and associated tools for
the economic development sector. 

RECOMMENDATION 2:

EDA to support cluster development in
Australia. 

RECOMMENDATION 3:
EDA to support advocacy for
recognition of economic development
within local government legislation.

RECOMMENDATION 4:

Develop and deliver clustering and innovation
eco-systems-related capacity building.
Develop and deliver collaborative events with
TCI and other relevant stakeholders. 
Support research, policy development and
advocacy initiatives in collaboration with
other stakeholders.

1.

2.

3.

Work collaboratively with state-based
stakeholders to identify viability of advocating
for Local Government legislative recognition.
Support development of state economic
development frameworks as required.

1.

2.
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