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Simon White 
Chairperson, EDA WA SPN 
 
Managing Director 
Publicus Pty Ltd and MyPlaceMatters 
Dr Simon White is an independent policy advisor who helps national, 
regional and city governments, business organisations and 
development agencies formulate and implement strategies for 
economic growth, business development and job creation. He has 
provided these services in over 40 countries across Africa and Asia, as 
well as in Australia and parts of Europe and the Pacific. He has also 
undertaken a variety of academic teaching, curriculum design, training, 
and research assignments.  

Katie Bawden 
Deputy Chairperson, EDA WA SPN 
 
Senior Business Development Officer 
Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development 
With a formal education in economics and development practices, Katie 
aspires to embed new economic development practices in WA through 
a focus on partnerships, innovation and investment. Katie is an 
advocate for building strong professional networks to share information 
and leanings.   

Ryan Victa 
Secretary, EDA WA SPN 
 
Ryan Victa is an urban and regional development practitioner with 20 
years of public and private sector experience. Ryan is passionate about 
helping people and places to collaborate and unlock their development 
and growth potential. Ryan has led a range of successful initiatives 
forming economic partnerships and transforming cities and towns 
across Western Australia, and his innovative approach to collaboration 
earned a national award in the United Kingdom.  

William Barry 
SPN Committee Member 
 
Economic Development Officer 
City of Joondalup 
William is an experienced professional skilled in strategic planning, 
government, event management, economic development, and 
community engagement. Drawing on senior positions in the private 
sector, including hospitality and now in local government in economic 
development, destination management, strategic management and 
town centre revitalisation.  



Charlotte Dallas 
SPN Committee Member 
 
Economic and Business Development Officer 
City of Subiaco 
Charlotte is relatively new to the Economic Development space and has 
been employed in this role at the City of Subiaco for 15 months. 
Charlotte has utilised her background in sales, marketing and building 
stakeholder relationships to help support small businesses in Subiaco. 
As a small business owner herself she understands the challenges 
businesses face on both the macro and micro level. Charlotte’s role 
involves various business engagement activities which provides the City 
with valuable insights into what it truly means to be a small and local 
business owner and what the Local Government can do to support 
them. Charlotte is originally from the UK and draws on her international 
experiences to help create innovative solutions and support. 

 

Ling Geh 
SPN Committee Member 
 
Economic development professional 
An inaugural EDA National Board member, Ling returns to the fold to 
support the EDA WA State Chapter. Ling has worked within and in an 
advisory capacity to various councils in WA and QLD on economic 
development projects from strategic land assembly and divestment to 
investment attraction strategies and place activation activity. 

 

Lucy Heales 
SPN Committee Member 
 
Senior Economic Consultant 
Pracsys Economics 
Lucy holds a Bachelor of Economics (Hons) degree from the leading 
Financial University in Russia. More recently, she has completed a 
Masters in International Economic Policy and Analysis at the University 
of Westminster in London, which holds a recommended status from the 
UK Government Economic Service. Lucy is passionate about economic 
development applying an evidence-based approach to decision-making. 

 

Teresa Jacobson 
SPN Committee Member 
 
Business Development Officer 
City of Gosnells 
Teresa has over 10 years’ experience in her family business, working in 
the Real Estate industry and, 15 years’ experience with Local 
Government in Economic Development assisting SME’s. Currently 
studying at Curtin University in Economics her passion lies with 
empowering Women in Economics and Business; boosting the local 
economy by heightening awareness of the need for people to commit to 
buying and shopping in their local communities.  



Sarah Kahle 
SPN Committee Member 
 
Business Engagement Officer 
City of Cockburn 
Sarah Kahle ensures that almost 9000 businesses in Cockburn are 
connected with what’s happening within the City and beyond. With a 
background in communications, project and events management, Sarah 
has recently come to local government after an extensive career in 
higher education. Sarah likes shopping local, eating local and local 
music. 

 

Ian Martinus 
SPN Committee Member 
 
Director  
WA AustCyber Innovation Hub 
Dr Ian Martinus, with experience in the private and government sector 
including land development, economic development and corporate 
strategic ventures (emerging technologies) in the United States, Asia 
and the Middle East commenced the new role at Edith Cowan 
University in Joondalup in January 2019 as Director WA AustCyber 
Innovation Hub responsible for critical infrastructure, cyber-enabled 
crime and big data. Ian in San Diego developing military and civil 
applications and the Emerging Markets practice in Deloitte Consulting 
Washington DC executing on technology-based trade and investment 
projects. 

 

Jason McFarlane 
SPN Committee Member and National EDA Chairperson 
 
CEO, Farlane Pty Ltd 
Jason has spent his career working with entrepreneurs, communities, 
government agencies, and investors to deliver transformative economic 
development projects and initiatives for local benefit. His work focuses 
on delivering evidence-based analytics and strategy that realises real-
world outcomes. He has as Masters of Business Administration 
(California State University East Bay) and a Bachelor of Science 
(UWA), a Certificate in Strategic Foresight (University of Houston) and 
is a graduate of the Australian Institute of Company Directors.  



Steve Marmion 
SPN Committee Member 
 
Manager Advocacy and Economic Development 
City of Wanneroo 
Steve has held positions in the education sector, business consulting 
and local government as well as owning and operating small business. 
After a career in education, he worked at Syme Marmion & Co as a 
Project Consultant and General Manager and then as Principal 
Business Development Advisor with the City of Wanneroo. From 2015 
to early 2019, Steve led the economic development unit at the City of 
Joondalup and returned to the City of Wanneroo as Manager of 
Advocacy and Economic Development. With and a Master of Business 
Administration from Curtin University of Technology, Steve has 
consulted on many commercial and government projects involving 
economic impact analysis, demand analysis, business case 
development, policy development and economic strategy development.  

John O'Neill 
SPN Committee Member 
 
Manager Economic Development, Tourism and Marketing 
Shire of Serpentine Jarrahdale 
John’s role is to grow the economic and tourism development and 
investment into Western Australia’s fastest growing local Government. 
He has a wide background in senior business management, banking 
and finance and is very well networked. He is passionate about 
investment attraction, growing new local jobs and seeing better 
societies being built through sustainable economic development. 

 

Chandra Sundareswaran 
SPN Committee Member 
 
General Manager 
Spacecubed 
Chandra Sundareswaran is an entrepreneur with eighteen years of 
experience in diverse sectors including social enterprise, not-for-profit, 
retail and manufacturing in India and Australia. Chandra has a personal 
commitment to social equity and is constantly searching for innovative 
solutions to foster social inclusion through entrepreneurial activity. 
Having set up and operated two start-ups, Chandra has a deep 
understanding of the needs of early and growth stage start-ups and 
SMEs.  

Linda Talevski 
SPN Committee Member 
 
Business Development Officer 
City of Gosnells 
With over 30 years in local government and a current student of 
economics at Curtin University, Linda is passionate about supporting 
local business and believes the key to growing the local economy is 
through diversification and encouraging community to Buy Local Shop 
Local. 

 



John Fish 
 
Economic Development Principal 
City of Perth 
John worked for Scotland’s Economic Development agency for 16 
years prior to moving to Perth in 2013 to take on the role of Director 
Business Development at the Metropolitan Redevelopment Authority. 
He was responsible for the new masterplan for the Midland 
Redevelopment Area, the business case for the redevelopment of the 
Princess Margaret Hospital site as well as the pre-feasibility study for 
the proposed cable car between Elizabeth Quay and Kings Park. In his 
current position, John is responsible for the work the Economic 
Development Unit does in supporting key sectors within the City such 
as medical and life sciences, international education, tourism, 
commercial property and retail.  

Nebojsha Franich 
Partner Organisation Representative: WALGA 
 
Policy Manager, Economics 
WA Local Government Association 
Nebojsha is an experienced strategist and analyst who has a passion 
for community development. He is highly adept in using economic, 
financial and statistical analyses to formulate business strategy, 
particularly for organisations in the not-for-profit sector. Nebojsha 
currently works for the Western Australian Local Government 
Association, where he is the Association’s Economics Policy Manager. 
As the peak industry body, WALGA advocates on behalf of 138 WA 
Local Governments and negotiates service agreements for the sector.  

Jimmy Murphy 
Partner Organisation Representative: TTM 
 
Town Team Movement 
Jimmy co-founded the Town Team Movement, an under-aching not-for-
profit dedicated to inspiring civic action which consists of community 
Town Teams of residents and businesses doing good in Aus. and NZ. 
As a student, Jimmy studied both marketing and music, combining his 
two study areas as well as his passion for community he founded the 
Funk Club in early 2000’s which was a musicians and music lovers club 
based in Leederville and went on to become a prominent promoter in 
the music and festival scene. Jimmy co-founded Upbeat Events in 2010 
with Ken Allen, which worked with councils and Town Teams to help 
produce large scale community events such as the Subiaco Street 
Party, Mt Hawthorn Streets and Lanes Festival, Vic Park Summer 
Street Party and Light Up Leederville Carnival. In 2015 he was elected 
as a Councillor for the City of Vincent, he chaired the Arts Advisory 
Group who, along with council, set a new vision for Vincent to become 
the Arts Capital of WA. Jimmy is passionate about all things arts and 
community. 

 

 


