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Economic Development Australia (EDA) is establishing a national working group to progress the 
development of economic development measurement and evaluation frameworks.  
 

BACKGROUND 
 
In 2018, EDA commissioned the University of SA to report on the development of an evaluation 
framework. The objective of the project was to identify and apply new technologies and data sources to 
the measurement and evaluation of economic development programs and activities and programs and 
activities which have economic development outcomes. This report1, released late 2018 was funded by the 
Local Government Association of South Australia with contributions from the City of Salisbury, Adelaide City 
Council and the Eastern Region Alliance of Councils. 
 
The report is a compelling snapshot of the current context in which economic development practitioners 
seek to draw causality and illustrate the efficacy of their programs. The report also highlights further work 
which needs to be done in order to achieve more consistent methodologies for economic development 
practitioners to evaluate their work.  
 
Some key findings of the report include but are not limited to: 

• Big data and new data have resulted in a rapidly evolving and complex environment. 

• There is very little published work on this topic with relevant, contemporary application for Australian       
 economic development practitioners. 

• Some key data sets are not open source and cost prohibitive to many economic development  
 practitioners.  

• There is an identified need for skills development amongst economic development practitioners in  
 identifying, assessing, interpreting and analysing data metrics. 

• There is a need for better connectivity between local government and the federal and state  
 government’s work with data linkage for economic monitoring.   

• There is a potential for a sector approach to relevant data platforms such as Uber, Waze2, Airbnb,  
 Ofo3 and big data collection sources to ‘negotiate’ access and use big data for economic development  
 planning / measurement.  

 
The EDA State Practitioner Network in Victoria has also conducted a series of surveys over recent years to 
identify the activity and performance measures adopted by economic development practitioners in Victoria. 
This research was in response to the proposed measures in the Local Government Reporting Framework 
for economic development. 

1. https://www.edaustralia.com.au/resources/development-and-evaluation-of-economic-development-measures/
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EDA NATIONAL WORKING GROUP - CALL FOR 
MEMBERS 
 
The EDA national working group for economic development evaluation will review the relevant, existing 
work in this area and develop an action plan to progress the development of consistent frameworks for 
measurement and evaluation. 

Expression of interest 
 
To express your interest in participating in the EDA Evaluation Working Group, please provide the 
following responses and return to admin@edaustralia.com.au by Tuesday April 30, 2019.

Response 1:  
 
Please address all 
criteria selection 
criteria

Please demonstrate the following: 
 
1.  Strong understanding of the reporting and evaluation requirements of       
     economic development professionals. 
 
2.  Demonstrated experience in the application of traditional and new data  
     sources to measurement and evaluation. 
 
3.  Knowledge of local, state and / or federal government reporting   
     frameworks. 

Response 2: 
 

Please provide a CV / bio and include your current location (EDA is seeking 
representatives from all states and territories if possible).  

Response 3: 
 
Less than 180 words 

Please outline why you would like to participate in the working group and 
confirm your availability to contribute.  
 
NB: It is anticipated that the Group will meet via teleconference once every 
4-6 weeks and be action-oriented.  
 
The terms of reference will be developed by the members of the group once 
convened.  
 
The working group is voluntary role.  


