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1.  INTRODUCTION 
 
Economic Development Australia (EDA) is the peak national body for economic development practitioners, 

strengthening and promoting economic development through state and national events, professional 

development, advocacy and member support. 

The Study Tour Scholarship program is a signature initiative of EDA and a key benefit offered exclusively to 

members.  

1.1   STUDY TOUR SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM 

 
EDA offers financial support to members to examine overseas economic development practices and share 

their learnings with other EDA members. Subject to the below conditions, EDA members are eligible to apply 

for selection to undertake travel to participate in conferences, trade missions or examine economic 

development case studies, and to receive a capped financial contribution from EDA for this purpose. 

Examples of successful Study Tours include EDA members attending the joint Southern Economic 

Development Council (SEDC) and Business Retention and Expansion (BREI) annual conference in New Orleans; 

a tour researching ‘Chinese Direct Foreign Investment’ with key interests in Chinese FDI to Australia; Hong 

Kong Science & Technology Park; and public consultation in public sector renewal and redevelopment projects.  

The study tours expose members to best practice, creative ideas and help them to establish professional 

relationships with practitioners from around the world.   

The program aims to: 

1. Encourage professional development for economic development practitioners 
2. Provide intense learning opportunities for economic development practitioners 
3. Encourage the sharing of best practice and innovative thinking in key economic development areas 
4. Build networks with national and international economic development practitioners and related 

agencies / organisations 
5. Encourage membership of Economic Development Australia by providing these opportunities to 

members only 
 

Research undertaken as part of the Study Tour must be distributed throughout the EDA network. Study Tour 

recipients are required to present at the National Economic Development conference (NEDC) and state 

meetings. Study Tour participants must also contribute at least two articles, presenting Study Tour related 

research and / or learnings to the EDA national journal. Research and learnings may also be used by EDA to 

inform submission(s) to government inquiries and must be made available more broadly via the EDA website. 

  
2.  STUDY TOUR SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAMME CONDITIONS 
 
The terms and conditions of the agreement between Economic Development Australia Limited (ACN 123 776 

394) (“EDA”) and a person making application for selection into the EDA Study Tour Scholarship Program are 

as follows: 

2.1   FINANCIAL CONTRIBUTION BY EDA 
 

A maximum of $5,500 (inc GST) of matched funding will be provided by EDA to successful applicants of the 
EDA Overseas Study Tour Program. Matched funding from the applicant or the applicant’s employer / host 
organisation of at least 50% of budget is also required. Selection of a successful applicant or applicants will be 
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at the sole and absolute discretion of the assessment panel. The assessment panel is not required to provide 
reasons for any decisions or selections that it makes and applicants have no right of review. The grant may be 
used by a successful applicant towards his or her travel and accommodation expenses in the Study Tour 
Programme including: 

1. Travel expenses (including flights, and any other relevant travel) 
2. Accommodation expenses 
3. Meal expenses 
4. Registration fees for conferences and workshops 

2.2   ASSESSMENT PANEL 
 

The assessment panel for the Overseas Study Tour Program is comprised of three (3) representatives of the 

EDA Board.  

 

3.  APPLICATION 
 

EDA Study Tour Scholarship Program applications should be lodged online at www.edaustralia.com.au 
 

3.1 ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA 
 

Applicants must prove eligibility by providing the following: 
1. Evidence of current membership of Economic Development Australia 
2. Evidence of financial capacity to fund the balance of all expenses associated with the proposed Study Tour 

Programme 
3. Evidence of more than 5 years’ experience in economic development through current CV and any 

supporting documents 
4. Evidence of delivery of at least two successful economic development projects (as leader or team 

member) 
5. Evidence of experience and / or qualifications in undertaking study and research (including any previous 

educational attainments, commitment to professional development and previous research reports) 

3.2 STUDY TOUR PROPOSAL 

1. Outline your proposed research topic 
2. Provide proposed detailed travel itinerary, including details of organisations that will be visited during the 

tour 
3. Outline how the research / findings will be applied to strengthen economic development practice across 

Australia 
4. Describe how the topic relates to current Australian economic, trade, investment and / or innovation 

policy 
5. Demonstrate your capacity and commitment to complete the research report and other commitments as 

outlined in the Study Tour Guidelines 
6. Provide itemised budget with costed expenditure 
 

3.3 REPORTING OF FINDINGS 

The applicant agrees that upon completion of the Study Tour, he / she will undertake the following: 
1. Provide a comprehensive written report. The report must be submitted to EDA within 8 weeks of 

returning from the Study Tour. The successful applicant agrees that the report may be distributed to all 
EDA members 

2. The form and criteria of the report will be agreed upon in writing between the successful applicant and 
EDA 
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3. Present Study Tour report to the applicant’s relevant EDA State Practitioner Network (SPN) at a state 
conference / event 

4. Present Study Tour report at the next National Economic Development Conference (NEDC). The costs of 
attending the NEDC are at the applicant’s own expense. If he / she cannot attend in person, a video link 
presentation will be provided if possible 

5. Provide at least two articles for EDA’s national journal  
6. Where applicable, provide advice to EDA (through the Chair / EO) regarding submissions to relevant 

government submissions relevant to the Study Tour topic 

3.4 APPLICATION AND REIMBURSEMENT PROCESS 

The applicant will be required to provide all relevant documentation identified in the application form.  The 
applicant may be required to provide further information on request by the assessment panel.  
The timetable applicable to the application process is as follows: 

1. Application Form should be submitted online with all supporting documents, by advertised closing 
date. www.edaustralia.com.au 

2. Assessment panel convenes within 4 weeks of application closing date. The assessment panel 
reserves the right to extend this period in its sole and absolute discretion 

3. Assessment panel notifies all applicants of decision in writing within 4 weeks of assessment process. 
Notification will advise if the applicant was successful or not and the amount being awarded to the 
applicant. The assessment panel reserves the right to extend this period in its sole and absolute 
discretion 

4. Successful applicant(s) provide EDA with detailed travel itinerary at least 8 weeks before Study Tour 
departure, including evidence of comprehensive travel insurance 

5. Successful applicant provides EDA with Preliminary Report (Template will be provided) and Detailed 
Expenditure Report (Template will be provided) within four weeks of the date of return from the 
Study Tour. If applicant is attending IEDC as part of his / her Study Tour, the report will be required to 
be delivered at NEDC upon his / her return (this may be less than four weeks of the date of return) 

6. EDA provides payment of the grant within two weeks of receipt of preliminary report 
 
4. GENERAL 
 

1. EDA will determine the number of successful applicants for inclusion in the Study Tour Program, and 
the number of applicants to receive the grant and the amount of each grant, in its sole and absolute 
discretion, dependant on budget forecasting within each financial year 

2. Should a successful applicant withdraw from the Study Tour Program before completion, EDA 
reserves the right in its sole and absolute discretion to not make any payment or any further payment 
of the grant to that applicant. EDA also reserves the right to recover dispersed funds at its discretion 

3. The overseas study tour must be undertaken within 12 months of receiving notice of the successful 
application. All visa and travel arrangements must be made and paid for by a successful applicant 

4. A successful applicant acknowledges that he or she does not represent EDA or any EDA SPN or any 
EDA officer or member during the term of the Study Tour 

5. Should a successful applicant of an EDA Study Tour program cease membership of EDA before 
completion of the Study Tour the grant will be withdrawn and any dispersed funds will be refunded to 
EDA 

6. Interest in and title to all Intellectual Property developed by the successful applicant in relation to and 
arising out of the Overseas Study Tour Program is vested in the successful applicant and EDA jointly 

7. The successful applicant must at any time at the request of EDA execute and deliver all documents 
and papers (including any registration of transfers) to secure the legal protection of the rights granted 
under this condition 

8. Both the successful applicant and EDA acknowledge that the other party is licensed to use, sublicense 
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and otherwise exploit the developed Intellectual Property in any way for any purpose.  This license is 
non-exclusive, royalty free and transferable.  Neither party may grant any exclusive licenses or 
exclusive rights in respect of the developed Intellectual Property without the written agreement of 
the other party    

9. For the purpose of the above conditions the meaning of Intellectual Property includes trademarks, 
patents, copyrights, know- how, registered designs or other like rights or any rights to apply for 
registration of any of the former 

10. The successful applicant will keep comprehensive and accurate accounts and records of his or her use 
of the grant. The successful applicant will retain the accounts and records for a period of seven (7) 
years from the date of his or her return to Australia following completion of the Study Tour 

11. The successful applicant must acknowledge in the course of the Study Tour Program; in all documents 
prepared in relation to the Study Tour Program; and in all presentations relating to the Study Tour 
Program, the support that he or she has received from EDA 

12. The applicant must not without the prior written consent of EDA, disclose any details of this 
application and conditions to this application. EDA may however disclose details of the application 
and conditions to the application, in order to fulfil its obligations under mandatory reporting 
processes 

13. The applicant indemnifies EDA and its directors, officers, employees or members against all losses 
reasonably sustained or incurred by EDA arising out of or in connection with any negligent, unlawful 
or wilfully wrongful act or admission of the successful applicant, or for any breach of the conditions 
connected with the application  

14. The applicant further indemnifies EDA and its directors, officers, employees or members against all 
loss or damage of whatsoever nature, howsoever arising, including indirect or consequential that may 
be incurred by the applicant in the course of his or her travels in the course of undertaking the EDA 
Study Tour Scholarship Program and in the course of fulfilling his or her obligations following return to 
Australia, including those obligations outlined above 

15. The applicant irrevocably acknowledges and agrees that neither EDA nor any of EDA’s directors, 
officers, employees or members is liable in contract, tort, warranty, strict liability, or any other legal 
theory or otherwise to the applicant for any loss or damage suffered, of whatsoever nature, 
howsoever arising, including indirect or consequential loss, in respect of any matter relating to this 
application. This clause does not apply in circumstances specified in any Commonwealth or Australian 
state legislation in which such liability may not be excluded or limited where the exclusion or 
limitation expressed would not otherwise be enforceable at law 

16. The applicant and EDA must endeavour to resolve any disputes in relation to the application by 
mediation or other dispute resolution method before commencing legal proceedings (except for 
proceedings for urgent interlocutory relief.) 

17. EDA may terminate its agreement with the successful applicant effective immediately by giving notice 
to the successful applicant if the successful applicant breaches a material provision of the agreement 
where that breach is not capable of remedy or where the successful applicant fails to remedy the 
breach within 14 days after receiving notice; or the successful applicant dies, becomes incapacitated 
or is no longer a full financial member of EDA in good standing  

18. Notwithstanding anything to the contrary contained in these terms and conditions the successful 
applicant agrees that he or she will not represent himself or herself as being an officer, employee, 
partner or agent of EDA, or as otherwise able to bind or represent EDA 

19. This agreement is governed by the law of the State of Victoria and each party submits to the non-
exclusive jurisdiction of courts of the State of Victoria 

20. These conditions constitute the entire agreement between EDA and the applicant in connection with 
the subject matter. No variation of these terms is legally binding unless in writing and signed by EDA 
and the applicant 


