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National study to boost marketing of regional business investment
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Federal and state government officials have commissioned a national study that will collate and quantify the typical 
costs associated with establishing and operating a business in regional Australia.

The study, being undertaken by KPMG, is expected to significantly enhance the Commonwealth, state and 
territory governments’ ability to market the advantages of operating a business in regional areas. The study will 
compile statistics on typical business set-up and operating costs for companies located in regions across country 
Australia.

The study is expected to release its findings by around the middle of this year in the form of a computer model. 
The governments will be able to use the model to retrieve statistics for particular regional areas. It will be up to 
each government as to how they use the statistics to enhance their marketing of regional business investment. 
The extent of the availability of the model’s statistics to the local government sector has yet to be fully determined. 

It is believed that such a comprehensive, nation-wide examination of business costs in regional areas has not 
been undertaken previously in Australia. A wide range of potential costs to businesses will be quantified such as 
land tax, rental fees and labour costs.

The project is expected to be similar to work by the Canadian Government to compile comprehensive business 
investment statistics for regional areas as well as capital cities.The study has been commissioned by the Regional
Development Council, a body comprising state, territory and Commonwealth government officials that co-ordinates 
the governments’ joint responses to regional economic development issues. The council is next due to meet in 
Cairns during July this year.

For more information about the Regional Development Council visit http://www.rdcouncil.gov.au.

[ back to headlines ]

Modelling economic benefits of tourism to local council areas

The Federal Minister for Small Business and Tourism, Fran Bailey, wrote to councils earlier this year to advise on 
the release of the re-developed Tourism Impact Model (TIM). 

TIM was originally developed by the Department of Industry, Tourism and Resources (DITR) to assist local 
councils in measuring the overall costs and benefits of tourism on their budgets and local economy. A copy of the 
model and the associated manual was sent to the Chief Executive Officer/General Manager of councils in March 
2004 and an update sent to all councils in 2005.

The model was re-developed for DITR in 2006 with the aim of making the TIM Interface more user-friendly and 
easier to operate and navigate. The re-development of TIM was completed in late 2006. The new model provides 
internet based access and functionality for users, allowing councils to assess multiple projects and compare the 
financial impact of several proposals or scenarios.

Councils can access the model via a unique logon and password. The logon system will ensure wider access, 
greater security than previously was the case as well as maintaining confidentiality. The model is accessible for 
connecting, at no charge, through the following website: http://www.newtim.com.au

TIM is a model, which can provide an assessment of the economic impact of new tourism development. It may, for 
instance, be useful in developing applications for the Australian Tourism Development Program (ATDP). 
Information on ATDP can be found on www.ausindustry.gov.au. Round 4 of this program is currently open with 
applications closing on Friday, 27 April 2007.

DITR are conducting training workshops on TIM in Adelaide, Sydney and Melbourne in April and May 2007. If you 
have not received the letter and your personalised password, you are most welcome to contact Dr Paul Kauffman,
Email: paul.kauffman@industry.gov.au or Tel 026213 7664.

[ back to headlines ]

EDA Board establishes working committees

At its April meeting, the EDA Board established three committees dealing with the annual conference, policy 
development and professional development.

David van den Brule was appointed the convenor of the committee to develop the themes and content of this 
year’s conference. Grant Meyer will convene the committee to develop policies on economic development to 
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influence governments at all levels. Stephen Chapple will be the convenor of the professional development 
committee to review appropriate courses available in Australia and overseas for economic development 
practitioners.

Three new members have joined the EDA Board: Tracy Scott-Rimington (QLD), Brian Hales (SA) and Rick Dunn 
( Tas). Tracy is the Cluster Project Manager of  the Cairns Region Economic Development Corporation; Brian is 
Group Manager, Economic Development, for the City of Onkaparinga and Rick is Economic Development 
Manager with the Meander Valley Council.

Membership of the EDA now exceeds 260 with members represented from all states and territories, and from local 
government, Area Consultative Committees, and regional economic development boards. A number of State
Government Departments have also expressed interest in joining the EDA.

The EDA is expected to appoint a part-time Executive Office soon. More than 20 applications were received for 
the position, and a Board Selection committee is evaluating the applications.

[ back to headlines ]

EDA Awards update

Councils and economic development organisations are invited to enter the 2007 Economic Development (ED) 
Awards. The initial notice regarding this year’s ED awards has been posted on the EDA web page together with an 
application form.  

Nominations are being called for with a closing date of 31 August 2007. 

The Awards winners will be announced at the Awards dinner on October 31 on the evening of Day 1 of the 
Economic Development 2007 conference in Sydney. This will be third year the successful ED Awards has been 
held.

[ back to headlines ]

Meeting with the Planning Institute of Australia

EDA President, David Keenan, and Secretary, Richard Walker, met with Sue Holiday, President of the Planning 
Institute of Australia (PIA) and Julie Bindon, the convenor of their economic development chapter to discuss 
collaboration between EDA and PIA.  A fruitful discussion ensued with PIA members being invited to submit 
proposals for the EDA awards, and EDA members being made aware of PIA professional development courses.

Following the meeting, a seminar on economic development featured representatives from both the EDA and PIA. 
It discussed how economic development professionals and planners can work collaboratively to achieve 
successful development outlines. 

Presentations were given by David Keenan, President, EDA; Professor Maurie Daly, Chair of the Local 
Governments Grants Commission; Tom Senti, CEO of the Tweed Economic Development Corporation and an 
EDA member; Reg Fisk, Senior Manager Policy, NSW Department of State & Regional Development; DJ Ghosh,
Director, Lighting Design Planning, and Colin Rockwell, an architect with Macquarie Goodman.

[ back to headlines ]

New course in Economic Development for Planners

Professor Brian Roberts of the University of Canberra, in conjunction with the Planning Institute of Australia, has 
developed a new course in the Economics of Development for practising planners.  The PIA recognises this 
course as part of its requirements for Certified Practising Planner [CPP] status.

Economic development practitioners might find the course of use in their professional development. This course 
will be delivered either face-to-face or online.  The first course will be held at the Rydges Hotel, 112 Burrell St 
Wollongong from 30th April to 1st May 2007.  For information on the course and enrolments, please go to 
http://www.chifley.edu.au/cpp_programs.asp

[ back to headlines ]
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Economic Development Conference 2007

The 2007 Economic Development Conference is being held over two days in Sydney on October 31-November 1. 
It follows the successful inaugural conference in Melbourne last November, which attracted more than 180 
delegates from across Australia.

Hallmark Conferences + Events is organising the 2007 event which will be held at the Dockside Conference 
Centre at Darling Harbour in Sydney.

Expressions of interest for presenting at the conference should be sent to Peter Stirling at  Hallmark Conferences 
+ Events peter.stirling@halledit.com.au or telephone 03 8534 5000.

A number of councils have asked if they can pay in advance (in this current financial year) for their attendance at 
the 2007 conference. Registration and payment details of this can be found on Hallmark Conferences + Events 
website at www.halledit.com.au/conferences/LGEcoDev/07/ . EDA financial members receive a discount off the 
standard conference rate.

[ back to headlines ]

ED positions available

The EDA website has a ‘positions available’ section which advertises local government, state and regional 
economic development and tourism development positions. It is worth regularly checking the site to see what is on 
offer.

For EDA members there is no cost to advertising a position available within your council or economic development 
body. You can email the details of the position to support@edaustralia.com.au  Please  indicate the expiry date 
for the advertisement.

[ back to headlines ]

Consultants’ network established at Penrith

A networking group for professional consultants is being established by the Penrith Valley Economic Development 
Corporation, which was created by Penrith City Council. The corporation will create a pioneering Expert 
Consultants Network for the city, believed to be the first network of its type that is specific to a local government 
area.

The corporation recently started seeking expressions of interest from consultants interested in joining the network. 
The network will be limited to the consultants operating in the Penrith area across a diverse range of fields, such 
as engineering, finance, law, trade, business management and marketing.

The network is intended to allow the consultants to become familiar with each other’s areas of expertise, leading to
consultants being able to link together to identify new joint business opportunities. The corporation’s Chief 
Executive, Jane Holdsworth, says the creation of the network will “act as a lever to attract a greater share of
business”, thereby generating increased employment opportunities in the Penrith region.

The Penrith Valley Economic Development Corporation was created about four years ago after Penrith City 
Council won State Government approval to impose a special levy for 10 years on local ratepayers designed to 
finance the operation of the corporation. The levy remains the corporation’s core source of funding.  For more 
information about the Penrith Valley Economic Development Corporation, visit its website 
http://www.pvedc.com.au.

[ back to headlines ]

Mildura’s trade mission opens doors for local exporters

Trade negotiations between a local government and overseas importers appear likely to have opened up new 
export opportunities for northwestern Victoria’s agricultural industry.

Mildura Rural City Council officials and representatives from the region’s economic development board recently 
held discussions in Vietnam with local business leaders over the potential establishment of export arrangements 
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between the region and Vietnam. The success of the meetings has since prompted the council and the Sunraysia
Mallee Economic Development Board to employ a Vietnam-based agent who will be devoted to further exploring 
trade and business opportunities between Vietnam and the Mildura region.

Mildura councillor Eddie Warhurst, who was the council’s Mayor at the time of the delegation’s visit to Vietnam, 
believes Vietnamese officials’ invitation to Mildura Rural City Council to visit the country to discuss business 
opportunities is “unprecedented for Australian local government”.

Cr Warhurst says “the way is now open” for local businesses and industry groups to further investigate 
opportunities in Vietnam. He says the council is not itself a deal-maker, but can open doors for local businesses in 
a way few other organisations can. Mildura businesses are now being urged to discuss export opportunities to 
Vietnam through the Sunraysia Mallee Economic Development Board. Mildura representatives that travelled to 
Vietnam included Cr Warhurst and the council’s CEO, Phil Pearce.

Mildura could potentially export local produce to Vietnam ranging from wine and honey to olive oil and salt. It is 
believed the council and economic development board first came into contact with representatives of Vietnamese 
importers at a trade fair held in China during the middle of last year. To contact Mildura Rural City Council phone 
(03) 5018 8100.

[ back to headlines ]

Economic development inquiry seeks feedback

Submissions are now being accepted by a Victorian parliamentary committee inquiry into methods that outer 
metropolitan councils in Melbourne should use to develop their local economies.

Submissions to the inquiry must be lodged by May 4. The committee’s inquiry, into local economic development in 
outer suburban areas, will recommend ways that councils and their economic development units can enhance the 
growth of their communities’ economies, including encouraging employment growth and the creation of new
investment opportunities. 

The Outer Suburban/Interface Services and Development Committee is due to release its final inquiry report by 
February 28, 2008.

For more information about the inquiry, including how to lodge a submission, visit 
http://www.parliament.vic.gov.au/osisdc/inquiries/economicdevelopment/.

[ back to headlines ]

Council’s ED company launches news bulletin for local businesses

An economic development company, founded by Caloundra City Council, has launched a quarterly publication 
designed to assist new and established businesses within the region. The publication, titled ‘Invest Caloundra’, will 
provide the latest information about the council’s economic development initiatives as well as news about local 
business development opportunities.

‘Invest Caloundra’ will supply information ranging from the availability of local industrial land to news about 
upcoming business events. It will also contain case studies about the successful operations of existing local 
businesses. Printed copies of the publication are available from council administration centres, however 
businesses are expected to mainly access the publication by viewing its online version, which is available 
at http://www.caloundracityenterprises.com.au/content/view/38/.

‘Invest Caloundra’ is an initiative of Caloundra City Enterprises, a company formed by the council early last year, 
to drive economic development in the municipality. The council is the company’s main source of funding. 
Caloundra City Enterprises was formed in an attempt to generate a more sophisticated, private sector-led 
approach to economic development planning and delivery.

The company is governed by a board of directors drawn from the private sector and two councillors nominated by 
Caloundra City Council. For more information about Caloundra City Enterprises visit its website 
http://www.caloundracityenterprises.com.au.

[ back to headlines ]

Noosa boosts revenue through commercial development arm
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Noosa Council has developed an innovative commercial development unit that is successfully focusing upon 
raising revenue for the council by undertaking a wide range of development projects. 

With about $20 million of development works under way, or recently completed since it began operating 18 
months ago, the commercial development unit has been designed to raise revenue in similar fashion to a 
developer in the private sector.  The council’s commercial development section handles construction and land
development work, with the council’s commercial property section then dealing with the leasing or sale of the 
developments. Both the commercial development and commercial property sections are part of Noosa’s business 
unit.

Noosa Council’s Commercial Development Manager, Adam Britton, says the council has already fielded a number 
of inquiries from other local governments interested in how Noosa is operating its commercial development 
section.  The coastal municipality has had a long-standing population cap policy that may need to be implemented 
soon due to residential numbers nearing the cap. Recent population growth analysis has predicted Noosa will 
reach the population cap level of 62,000 residents by around 2013. 

Reaching the cap is expected to curtail future increases in residential rates revenue. As a consequence, Noosa 
has been searching for alternative revenue raising streams, such as the establishment of its new commercial 
development section.  

Noosa councillor Lew Brennan says the council’s commercial development arm has taken on an “astounding” 
amount of work that is bolstering the council’s ability to undertake future development projects.  For more 
information, email Noosa Council’s Commercial Development Manager, Adam Britton, via 
abritton@noosa.qld.gov.au.

[ back to headlines ]

Council to sell land to boost economic revival

Blue Mountains City Council is planning to call on the private sector to redevelop a parcel of council-owned land in 
an effort to revitalise the economy of a local town centre.

The New South Wales council is in the initial stages of a project that could see the municipality working, in 
conjunction with the private sector, to develop council-owned land in the centre of the town of Springwood, which 
has a residential population of about 7000. Blue Mountains City Council is hoping a developer could turn the 
parcel of land into a significant new retail precinct that could help boost the area’s depressed retailing levels and 
reverse the growing number of shop vacancies in Springwood’s town centre.

The council is presently considering a range of options for the development of the land, including whether it should 
be sold or leased to a developer. Blue Mountains City Council is hoping to invite expressions of interest for the
project from potential developers by around the third quarter of this year.

If the development proceeds, the developer will be required to integrate community facilities into the development. 
Blue Mountains City Council presently owns three sites in the town centre, which feature facilities such as a car 
park, neighbourhood centre, library and a former scout hall.

The developer would be required to replace any community facilities that make way for the development. The 
council is presently consulting its local community over its plans for the development. Blue Mountains City Council, 
located on the fringes of outer-western metropolitan Sydney, contains about 26 townships and has a total 
residential population in the vicinity of 80,000 people. The municipality incorporates large swathes of national park 
and has a significant tourism industry.

For more information about Blue Mountains City Council visit http://www.bmcc.nsw.gov.au.

[ back to headlines ]

Achieving savings through better resource efficiency

Queensland’s Noosa Council has launched an innovative program designed to help local businesses identify 
potential cost savings that could be achieved by introducing more efficient energy and waste consumption
practices.

The council’s new ecoBiz program will tap into a similar initiative run across the state by Queensland’s 
Environmental Protection Agency. However, Noosa Council has chosen to work hand-in-hand with EPA officials to
promote the scheme to its local businesses and then work closely with companies to identify and then put in 
practice cost-saving measures. The ecoBiz program will encourage businesses to identify ways to reduce their 
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production of waste and consumption of water and energy.

While Noosa Council will formally launch its ecoBiz program on April 24, the council is already starting to achieve 
a highly successful level of participation from local business. About 20 Noosa businesses have already signed up 
to the initiative. The council has organised introduction sessions for businesses interested in participating in the 
program, and will invite companies to participate in an EPA-devised audit of their current waste production and 
use of water and energy.

EPA and council officials will undertake comprehensive site visits of participating businesses to identify 
opportunities for more efficient use of resources, or “eco-efficiency”. A major benefit of the audit is that it will 
accurately quantify the resource efficiency gains a company can make – and then paint a clear picture of cost 
savings that the company can achieve by implementing the eco-efficiency measures.

The council and EPA officials will then devise action plans for individual businesses, including processes that 
businesses can follow to improve the efficiency of their use of resources. Noosa Council will also work with 
businesses to identify funding programs that companies can potentially tap into to assist them financially with the 
delivery of their action plans.

For more information about Noosa Council’s ecoBiz program phone the council’s ecoBiz coordinator on (07) 5449 
5220.

[ back to headlines ]

Innovative online support service for local business

Penrith City Council recently launched an innovative website designed to provide support for people looking to 
establish home-based businesses within the municipality. Penrith’s Mayor, Pat Sheehy, says the website will help 
start-up and existing home-based businesses to streamline paperwork and cut costs.

The site provides information such as advice on formulating and submitting development applications, and tips on 
business establishment procedures.  Business operators will also be able to use the website to notify the council’s 
economic development staff of their needs – thereby enhancing the council’s ability to identify and assist 
businesses that require support. 

The project is particularly focused upon reducing the amount of complex red tape faced by those looking to start 
up a home-based business. The establishment of the website has been largely funded through a $110,000 
financial contribution from the Federal Government’s AusIndustry Regulation Reduction Incentive Fund. To access 
the website visit http://www.penrithvalley.com.au/index.asp?id=155.

[ back to headlines ]

Recognised as nation’s top tourism promoter

A local tourism organisation linked to Noosa Council has been recognised as Australia’s top promoter of a tourism 
destination.‘Tourism Noosa’, established 10 years ago, recently took out the ‘Destination Promotion’ award at the 
Australian Tourism Awards.

The award recognises excellence in the marketing, business planning, visitor services and overall promotion of a 
destination. Much of Tourism Noosa’s funding is sourced from a special levy placed by Noosa Council on tourism-
related businesses in the region.

Tourism Noosa is a membership-based organisation, and presently has nearly 500 members comprising
companies based in the Noosa municipality and those outside the region. Businesses located in the council area 
receive a membership discount because they are already paying the council levy.

Tourism Noosa, a not-for-profit organisation, reports to a board of directors that includes representatives of the 
business sector, the local community and officials from Noosa Council.

The Australian Tourism Awards are held each year by the National Tourism Alliance. For more information about 
Tourism Noosa visit http://www.tourismnoosa.com.au.

[ back to headlines ]

Sustainable Communities Partnership
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Maddington Kenwick Sustainable Communities Partnership is an urban regeneration project in the City of 
Gosnells, Western Australia.  It demonstrates the value of a partnership approach in urban regeneration and the 
importance of economic development to such projects.  The project was established as a pilot under the State 
Government’s Sustainability Strategy with aim of addressing the many issues affecting older suburbs.

Based on in-depth community consultation, the MKSCP identified over 100 actions required to start improving the 
quality of life of local residents.  As suburbs exhibiting higher than average unemployment, education and training 
and quality job options came high on the list of local requirements.

One of the economic development success stories has been attracting an Australian Technical College campus 
providing automotive and engineering apprenticeship training.  This is a multi million dollar development that offers 
local students access to the best equipment and training to access local job opportunities.  The City of Gosnells is 
also addressing the jobs issue through a proposed rezoning of land to facilitate business development and the 
creation of up to 4,000 local jobs.

As a sustainability initiative this project includes a broad range of economic, environmental, social and built form 
sub projects.  The State and local government have committed to the partnership and provided $8.5M in seed 
funding.  For further details contact Paul White on (08) 9391 3341, Email: pwhite@gosnells.wa.gov.au.

[ back to headlines ]

Council boosts local economy through $19m land sale

Coastal NSW municipality, Shoalhaven City Council, has finalised the sale of a parcel of council land for $19 
million to a developer who will use it to build a new shopping centre complex expected to boost the local economy.

The land sale is believed to have achieved one of the highest dollar value per square metre ratios of any similar 
land sale in the state. The $19 million sale of the 5 hectares of land equates to a value of about $3.5 million per 
hectare. The new shopping complex is expected to generate about 1500 full and part-time positions. The 
development will also involve construction of 1000 undercover car parking spaces. 

The council has for many years been looking to establish a new shopping complex in Nowra, one of the 
municipality’s population centres, in order to increase local retail competition and create new jobs for the town. A 
recent re-zoning of the council land that allowed it to be used for commercial development precipitated the sale of 
the land. 

The money is expected to be used for strategic council projects including construction of a new skate park, indoor 
sports complex and road upgrades. The council’s annual budget for the current financial year is approximately 
$250 million. 

The new shopping centre will be built next to a smaller existing shopping centre that was built in the 1980s. The 
parcel of land on which the shopping centre will be built is believed to have originally been acquired by the local 
council during the 1930s. 

To contact Shoalhaven City Council phone (02) 4429 3111 or visit http://www.shoalhaven.nsw.gov.au.

[ back to headlines ]

Mining the tourism dollars at Coolgardie

The small gold mining and historical town of Coolgardie hosted the Varischetti Centenary Celebrations in March 
2007.  Modesto Varischetti was an Italian miner who was trapped in a flooded mine for over nine days in 1907.  He 
was eventually rescued by deep-sea divers after a mad train dash, which broke the speed records.  At the time it 
was as big as the Beaconsfield incident, both nationally and internationally in London and New York.

The Shire of Coolgardie obtained funding from both state and federal departments via the Australian 
Government’s Sharing Australian Stories grant program through the Department of Environment and Heritage, 
and for upgrading and protecting heritage buildings through the WA state government. It also coincided with the
Chamber of Minerals and Energy’s Surface Mine Emergency Response Competition.  

Other events included the launch of the new museum exhibit and the re-launch of the limited edition of the book 
‘The Entombed Miner’, by Tom Austen.  Attendees included an official delegation from Gone, Italy (Varischetti’s 
home town), descendants of Varischetti, and those involved in the rescue from as far afield as New Zealand, 
Queensland, South Australia and all over Western Australia.  Approximate numbers of visitors to the town over the 
weekend of the 24 -25 March was well over 10,000.
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To submit a news item or information please contact the Editor, Ben Hutchison, on 03 8534 5000 or email benh@edaustralia.com.au.

EDA Membership: To find out more about becoming a member of Economic Development Australia, please click here

Opting out of emails: This email has been sent in the understanding that you have consented to its delivery. If you do not wish to receive this email in 
the future, you can opt out by either replying with "unsubscribe" in the subject line or directly to unsubscribe@edaustralia.com.au

This newsletter is produced by Hallmark Editions for Economic Development Australia ©2014

For further information contact Catherine Elliss, celliss@coolgardie.wa.gov.au

[ back to headlines ]

Sister Regions relationship

Far North Queensland Area Consultative Committee ( FNQ ACC) and the Cairns Regional Economic
Development Corporation (CREDC) have entered into a Sister region relationship with Okinawa.

The new relationship followed a trade mission to Okinawa last year and capitalises on the long-standing links 
between the two regions. More than 120 years ago Japanese indentured workers were brought into the region to 
help overcome labour shortages in the sugar industry.

A joint Okinawa and FNQ company has rekindled that history with a joint venture with the Mossman mill to 
produce dietary fibres from bagasse, which is now being exported to Japan. A trade mission to Okinawa is being 
planned for July of this year to explore joint ventures and trade.

[ back to headlines ]
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