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Average Australian Household Energy and Water 
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Australia Domestic Hot 

Water Heater Market 

Australian Hot Water Market ( Estimated Annual Sales)

Estimated 7.7 million households in Australia

Approx 770,000 replacement hot water heaters 

Approx 130,000 new installation domestic hot water 

heaters 

Close to 1,000,000 product sales pa. 
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Domestic Hot Water Heaters

Greenhouse gas emissions (tonnes / year)

Solar-gas (cool climate) 0.5

Solar-gas (warm climate) 0.3

Five star gas 1.3

Two star gas 1.8

Solar electric (warm climate) 1.2

Solar electric (cool climate) 2.9

Electric 4 - 6.8

(approx 70% of Australian market)
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MPMSAA believe there are a number of issues that need to 

be addressed immediately, but have so far been silent on 

the role and recognition of the plumbing industry and the 

systems and technology available                     

Government direction away from Natural Resources

ÅRefrigerant Gases / Pollution

ÅClimate Change ïGHG Emissions Trading

ÅWater conservation

ÅWater Recycling

ÅStormwater / Rainwater (use and storage)

ÅWastewater (treatment and reuse)

ÅWater and Energy Infrastructure

ÅUrban Construction (commercial and residential)

ÅRenewable energy sources

National 

Issues
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Current Plumbing Industry

Traditional Apprenticeships 

"Master Tradesò

World Financial Down turns

Working Life Span is getting longer

Technology changes are happening Quicker
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Average age of a plumber - 49yo.

A typical plumbing business today 

will need to be flexible to change 

with the times ïboth financially and 

technologically

Industrial Revolution 

Plumbing for Public 

Health

Rapid Environmental & Financial 

Change ïPlumbing to save water 

and energy ïalternative sources

The Future of 

Apprenticeships
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National Research 

National Rainwater tank design and installation Handbook 

2006 ïStandards Australia, MPMSAA & ARID                     (2nd

Edition 2008)

Rainwater Consumer Guide ï2007,2008 and 2009

Greywater Handbook 2009 

Urban Greywater use Handbook  2008

Standards Australia, MPMSAA & RMIT University

National Solar Hot Water design and installation handbook
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Future Green Plumbing Technologies 

Å Geo thermal

Å Solar Hot Water

Å Gas Co generation

Å Waste Water Treatment and Reuse

Å Heat Pumps

Å Rainwater Harvesting

Å Chiller Beams

Å New products materials and installation techniques

Å Carbon Management and Reporting



Geo thermal

Very Popular in New 

Zealand and parts of 

Europe 

Australia has large 

potential for low 

heat transfer 

systems / heat 

pumps in populated 

areas 

High heat 

opportunities in 

regional areas.
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Solar Hot Water

Huge Government 

incentives at the 

moment ïphase out 

of electric hot water 

systems from 2011

RECS

VEECS

Federal & State Govt 

rebates 

Huge employment 

opportunity over next 

10 years
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